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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 54-57, 59-61 , 63 and 66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by WO 02/094545 to Marangoni (of record; newly applied). 

As to claim 54, WO '545 discloses an apparatus for assembling tyres for vehicle 
wheels, comprising: first and second primary drums (17 in figs. 8/10) each 
supported/controlled by actuating assemblies and arranged to support a carcass being 
built; an auxiliary drum (20) for carrying the belt structure, a transfer member (21 ) for 
moving the belt to the carcass, at least one unit (e.g. 40) for applying a tread band (22) 
onto a belt structure; and at least one unit (25) for applying a pair of sidewalls; wherein 
the carcass structure comprises at least one carcass ply (5) in engagement with annular 
anchoring structures (3/4) axially spaced apart from each other, wherein at least one of 
the units for applying the tread band, at least one of the units for applying the pair of 
sidewalls, or at least one of the units for applying the tread band and at least one of the 
units for applying the pair of sidewalls comprises at least one delivery member, and 
wherein the at least one delivery member lays down at least one continuous strip 
element of elastomer material in contiguous circumferential coils on the carcass 
structure (note strip wound tread/sidewalls in fig. 1 1 as well as esp. pages 10-11). 
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Further, given the independent operation of the drums (17), they are also independently 
controllable and movable and can interact sequentially with the carcass, tread and 
sidewall building devices (this claim language not being read to require any particular 
order of steps). An apparatus as required by claim 54 is therefore anticipated. 

As to claims 55-56, winding an extruded strip is suggested (page 10, lines 12+), 
this strip being delivered to the tire being assembled on a rotating drum with relative 
transverse displacements (e.g. page 1 1 , lines 5+). As to claim 57, as the drum can be 
moved from the strip winding station, it can be moved relative to a delivery member. As 
to claim 59, note carriage 57. As to claim 60, devices for building the carcass on the 
drum are provided (e.g. station 30), the drum being movable away from this position to 
an extruder (in for example station 40). As to claim 61 , strip winding both the tread and 
sidewalls are suggested (e.g. fig. 1 1 ) and thus respective delivery members are implicit. 
As to claim 63, two stage forming/assembling using two drums is contemplated (page 9, 
lines 24+). As to claim 66, the transfer member 21 moves the belt to the carcass on the 
drums 17. 

3. Claims 34-42 and 45-53, 64 and 65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over WO 02/094545 to Marangoni (of record; newly applied). 

WO '545 discloses a method of assembling tyres for vehicle wheels, comprising: 
assembling a carcass structure on first and second primary drums 917) and shaping the 
carcass to a toroidal configuration for joining with the belt (at station 39) picked up by 
transfer 21 from auxiliary drum 20, applying a tread band onto the belt structure (at 40); 
and applying a pair of sidewalls to the carcass structure on opposite sides of the 
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carcass structure (by 25); wherein the carcass structure comprises at least one carcass 
ply in engagement with annular anchoring structures (3/4) axially spaced apart from 
each other, wherein the belt structure comprises at least one belt layer, and wherein at 
least one of applying the tread band and applying the pair of sidewalls is carried out by 
winding up at least one continuous strip element of elastomer material in contiguous 
circumferential coils around the carcass structure (e.g. fig. 11). Further, as noted 
above, the first and second primary drums 17 are independently carried and movable to 
the various stations and the process would be cyclically carried out to build each 
successive tire. To ensure high productivity and low downtime, it would have been 
obvious to dispose the carcass on one drum before completion of the steps on the other 
drum. The method of claim 34 is therefore obvious from WO '545. 

As to claims 35 and 36, strip winding both the tread and sidewalls is suggested 
by WO '545 as already noted As to claims 37-39, both tread over sidewall and sidewall 
over tread constructions are described (page 18, lines 5+). As to claims 40-42, winding 
an extruded strip is suggested. As to claims 45-47, the drum is moved by the carriage 
between stations including the extrusion stations. As to claims 48-49, two stage 
forming/assembling using two drums is contemplated [page 9, Iines4+). As to claim 50, 
as already noted, two stage building is suggested, it being obvious to transfer the belt at 
any appropriate stage. As to claim 51 and 65, inclusion of run-flat sidewall inserts that 
extend from the belt to the beads are taken to be well known and obvious in this art to 
enable run-flat tire performance. As to claim 52, pressing components applied during 
tire building is well known and obvious to ensure bonding and air exclusion. As to 
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claims 53 and 64, whether the tire being built is stored between stages of assembly 
would have been readily and routinely selected by the artisan dictated by 
manufacturing, space, etc. concerns - only the expected and predictable results would 
have been achieved. 

4. Claims 43, 44, 57 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over WO 02/094545 to Marangoni (of record; newly applied) as applied 
above, and further in view of at least one of [Caretta et al. (US 2001/0042586) and Oku 
et al. (US 2006/0096696)] substantively applied for the same reasons as set forth in the 
last office action. 

5. Applicant's arguments have been considered and are persuasive with respect to 
the previous rejection but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection 
necessitated by the claim amendments. 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geoffrey L. Knable whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1220. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Geoffrey L. Knable/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 

G. Knable 
March 1, 2010 



